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The Inhabitants of the Pariſh of 
St. FAMES 


My Brethren, 


H Reaſons that induc'l me to 

Print this plain Diſcourſe, were 
chiefly the different Succeſs it met 
with, Some of you highly approv'd of it, 
an defir'd me to make it more publick, 
hoping it might be of ſome Uſe to ſuch 
as read it. Ot ers (as I was told) as 
much diflik'd and exploded it. 

I thought therefore 1 could not better 
ſatify you all, than by Publiſhing it. And 
who of you are in the Rigbt, either ſuch as 
ayprov'd, or ſuch as d:japprov'd of it, I 
leave the World to judge. Only I muſt 
tell you, upon the moſt careful Review, 1 
cannot find any thing in it that I appre- 
bend can give juſt ground of Offence to an 

A 2 


under - 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
underſtanding and good Chriſtian, of what 
Denomination ſoever; and I hope you will 
diſcern, upon Reading deliberately, my 
chief Aim in it was, to make you all both 
Good Church- Men and Chriſtians, And 
could I ect this, all Diſtinctions muſt 
ceaſe of courſe ; and that's a deſirable 
thing, I am ſure. 

I have nothing mere to add, unleſs it be 
to deſire you to permit me to enjoy the Com- 
fort of Believi»o, that I am not an uſeleſs 
Man, but an Inſtrument, thro' the Bleſſing 
of God, of doing ſome Good among you; 
and this nothing will ſo effectually demon- 
ſtrate, at your Steadineſs and Conſtancy n 
the Chriſl:an Faith and Practice. This 
would be my Joy and Glory, and your great 
Happaneſs; as it is always, I can truly ſay, 
the Endeavour and Prayer of, 


Your moſt Affectionate, 
and Oblig'd Servant, 


Benjamin Bayly. 


PHILIPe 


(5 


ll PHIL1PPIANS IV. 5. 
77 N 
1 Let your Moderat ion be known unto all Men, 


bv 

S a Diſcourſe on Moderation may oblige ſome; 
ſo I am not inſenſible it is as likely ro offend o- 

thers. And as i is far from my Buſineſs here to 
E offend any, ſol am ſure. and can appeal to God, that that 
is far from my latent; but 1 would, if I could. inſtruct 

| all in the Truth, as far as | am able to apprehend ir. And 
E as I do molt ſolemnly aſſure you, I endeavour, to the ut- 
mo of my Power, to divett myſelf of all Prejudices that 
may binder me, either in d ſcerning, or ſpeaking the 


7 Truth; fo I intreat and con jure you, to hear me with 

the ſame Impartiality and Diſengagement of Mind, freely 
8 cloſing in with me, whereſoever I ſhall be ſo happy. as 
. to ſpeak convincing!y to your Underſtandings. For hows 
4 ſoever it may appear to be at preſent, at laſt, I am ſure, 


Truth well appear to have been all our great Intereſt t Is 
1 the thing will ſtand at the G eat Day, and be approv'd by 
God and Angels, and therefore ſhould be the great Aim 
} and Mark of us all here. N 
| On the Words I ſhall do thefe three Things. 


I. Endeavour to ſhew you, what the Duty or Virtue 
is, here enjoyn'd under the term Moderation. 


II. I ſhall conſider the Object of it, and remember you. 
how it ought to be exercis'd or practis d, Let your Mode» 
ration be known unto all Men. 2 


III. I ſhall apply the Whole. 


I. I am to ſhew you, what the Duty or Virrue is, here 
enjoyn d under the term Moderation. And as to this, I 
ſhall obſerve in general, as the Ground of what I have to 
ſay on this Head, and what I think no Body will deny; 
and that is, that no one Chriſtian Virtue is inconſiſtent 
with another, or interferes with it in the Practice 7 2 


(6) 
And conſequently we cannot have a ſurer Proof, that we 
bave wrong Notions of any Duty or Virtue whatſoever, 
than if that Virtue or Duty, as we underſtand it, bears 
direct oppoſition to another equally commanded ; fo that 
we cannot practiſe them both: For this would be to daſh 
Scripture againſt Scripture, Viriue againſt Virtue, and al- 
rogether to confound the Duty of Man. With the lame 
Wiſdom we are to conſider Moderation here ; wharſoever 
it be; it is a Virtue and Duty, and conſequently. we are 
ſure, can never be rightly underſtood, when made uſe of 
to authoriſe nnlawful Actions, to enervate and deſtroy 
many other Chriſtian Duties, many other Precepts and 
Commands of cur Lord and Saviour. This being clear 
and certain, with the ſame Cerrtainty it follows, 

1. That down rigbt Indifferency, as to what Opinions 
either we or others entertain and believe in Religion can- 
not be the Viitue cr Duty of Moderation. For never do 
we find in Sacred Writ any ſuch Coldneſs and Indifferency, 
as to Matters of Faith, recommended. Recommended 
did I (ay? Ir is conſtantly condemri'd, and the contrary al- 
ways commanded. By how many Texts of Scriptnre 
could I confirm this ro you! TI will bring ſome few ro your 
Remembrance. (a) Held faſt, ſaith St. Paul, the form of 
ſcurd words, which theu haſt heard of me, in faith and love, 
which is in Chriſt Jeſus. (b) And again, St, Jude, It was 
meedſul to eæhert you, that you ſheuld contend earneſtly for 
the faith. which was once delivered to the Saints, Do theſe 
Expreſſions ſavour of Indifferency, as to Matters of Faith? 
Yer hear farther the Apoſtle St. Paul to the Galatians, (c) 
JI marvel that ye are ſo ſoon removed from him that called ycu 
into the grace of Chriſt unto another Goſpel, Which is not 
another, but there be ſome that trouble you, and would per- 
vert the Goſpel of Chriſt, But although we, or an Angel 
from Heaven, preach any other Goſpel unto you than that 
whith we have preached. unto you, let him be accurſed. As 
we ſaid before, fo ſay I now again, if any man preach any - 
ot her Goſpel unto you than that which ye have' received, let 
bim be accurſed In which you will eaſily remark, that 
there are certain Truths, in which preciſely conſiſts the 
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(a) 1Tim. I. 13. (b) Fudev.3. (c) Gal. 1. 6, 7, 8, 9. 
9 Goſpel 
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he true Doctrines of Chriſt. For {rom whence can ſuch 


: CEF 
Goſpel of our Saviour ; in the right Underſtanding and. 
Belief of which, liech very much the Duty of every Chri- 


ſtian; and if a really Inſpir'd Man, if an Apoſtle, yea if 


an Angel from Heaven attempted to pervert theſe Truths. 
or propos d any others in their ſtead, were any, or all of 
theſe, to be heard or followed? No! That Inſpird Man, 
chat Apoſtle, that Angel from Heaven, was accurſed for 
ſo doing. And yet is there no great Dammage as to what 
Opinions Men hold in Religion? f 

You have all heard, or read of the Sufferings of the 
primitive Chriſtians. And what did they ſuffer ſuch cru- 
el Things for, but the true Faith? For what were they 
torn in pieces, and devour d by wild Beaſts, but the true 
Faith? And were it an indifferent thing what Doctrines 
or Opinions Men hold in Religion, ſurely the mighty 
Sufferings of theſe Primitive Heroes had been all raſh and 
needleſs. What ſhall we ſay of the Zeal of the Primitive 
Fathers againft -He;ericks ? What did all their Labours 
and Writings tend to, but to preſerve and tranſmit to 
Poſterity, the true Faith 2 Where is the great Virtue of 
the Martyrs of our own Church, it there be no great Dif- 
ference in Opinions in Religion? For they Died for ſome 
in oppoſition ro others. Vea laſtly, How derogatory is 
this ro Chriſtianity ittelf? For deſtroy the Diſtinction be- 
tween Dotrines and Opinions, will it not be much le- 
vell'd with Mahometiſm now, and Heatheniſm bereto- 
fore? What a Je{t were the Reformation, wgre there no 
great Odds in Opin ons? So that (ure this CFaceir mixes 
and confounds all Things, Hereſy with Orthodoxy, Truth 
with Error, Chriftianity with Paganiſm ; impeaches the 
Wiſdom and Zeal of Fathers, the egregious Piet? of Holy 
Martyrs and Confeſſors; the Excellency and Wiſd om of 
Proteſtantiſm and Chriſtianity itſelf, 
| What then? We muſt therefore remember, rhar there 
are Commands in Scripture, that aim to inſpire us witn 
Zeal for Chriſtian Truths and Doctrines; and this Zeal 
is not to be diſcarded, or more properly devoured by Aſo- 
deration ? Neither are we to ſuffer ourſelves to be imposd 
upon by ſo good and faſhionable a Word, and admit un- 
der it a very bad Thing, I mean down right Careleſsneſs 
and Indifferency, as to the underitanding and profeſſing 
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an Indifferency flow? Can a Man love our Saviour, and 


not be zealous for his Doctrines? Yea, can one believe 
his Doctrines to be true, and yet be extreamly unconcern'd 
about what Doctrines either we or others profeſs or be- 
lieve? I do hope, that no Man here is under any Dan- 

r of miſtaking ſo grolsly the Virtue of Moderation. For 
if any thing in the Earth will argue a Man an Atheiſt, or 
an Infidel, this, in my Opinion, will do it. For I take it 
for granted, he that believes all Opinions in Religion not 
of equal, yet of little Conſequence, in his Heart can be- 
lieve none of em at all. And from the Character of Men, 
that make the greateſt Out- cry againſt Articles of Faith, 
and conſequently favour in their Diſcourſes this unac- 
countable Latitude as to Opinions, it ſeems to me plain, 
that it is not a little their Mark to fill the World witb 
Infideliry inſtead of Chriſtian Charity. For no Men 
plead more ſtrongly for this, than ſuch as the World hath 
generally eſteem d down-righr Atheiſts or Deifis. For it 


muſt needs appear a moſt idle thing ro ſuch Men, to have 


the World peſter'd with Articles of Faith, or ſee Divines 
preſs them with Zeal, who believe all of them falſe. And 
unleſs you ſhould miſtake as to the Perſons I mean, I will 
mention ſome of their Names, Hobbs, Spinoza, Mr. Baile, 


and divers others; (a) ſome of whom have endeavour'd 


to bring us to one Article of Faith; and others (unleſs 
they are ſtrangely miſunderſtood) ro none at all. And 
this they have done by as good Words and fair Speeches, 
as any can be invented. And therefore take it how you 

leaſe, I muſt needs caution you againſt admitting down- 
right Indifferency, as to Matters of Faith, under the No- 
tion of Moderation. And if any Man take Offence at 
this, it abundantly ſhews the Truth of what I ſay, that 
ſuch a one is already infected, and in the way of being 
deluded, and conſequently not only juſtifies me, or any 
other Man in theſe Cautions, but makes them highly 


needful. 


n. 


— ꝑö ꝓꝓ—ͤ— — 
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(a) Hobbs, de civitate Chriſtiana, p. 283 firſt taugbt, that this 
one Article, that Jeſus is the Chriſt, was ozly neceſſary 10 be be- 
liev'd in order 10 Salvation. Afterwards Mr. Lock, in his Reaſona- 
bleneſs of Chriſtianiiy, as deliver'd in Scripture, p. 388. 


2. Cold- 
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2. Coldneſs and Indifferency as to Sin, and to ſome 
Sins more rhan others, can never be the Duty or Virtue 
of Moderation; becauſe ſuch a Diſtinction as to Sings, 
where the Word of God makes none, can argue notbing, 
and proceed from nothing, but our own Miſtakes. Inte- 
reſts, or Prejudices. If the Word. of God ſets a Mark 
upon ſome Sins, and repreſents them very great ones, how 
can, it be a Virtue or a Duty, to repreſent them little, or 
none at all? Never! if the Word of God be true; and 
we take our Meaſures and Notions of Sin, from the Word 
of God. Drunkennels, Adultery, and ſuch I ke, the Word 
of God makes great Sins, and in ſo conceiving of them, 
and avoiding of them, we do conſcnanily to the Scrip-ure. 
But are there no Sins but theſe ? What think you of ch 
and Hereſy ? Doth not the Word of God make theſe Sins 
likewiſe ? Let us briefly examine. Now I beſeech you, Bre- 
thren, ſaith the (a) Apoſtle St. Paul, mark them which 
cauſe Diviſions and Off:nces, contrary to the Dotlrine that 
ye have learned, and avoid them. And again, Mer eas 
there u among you Envying, and Strife, and Diviſions, are ye 
not carnal, and walk as Men? For while one ſaith I am bf 
Paul, and another I am of Apollos, are ye not Carnal h 


* This was, ſaith St. Clemens, in his Epiſtle to the ſame 


Church, and upon the ſame Occaſion (whoſe Epil'le hath 
been read in ſome antient Chriſtian Churches, ſo highly 
did they account of it) This was (ſays be) a Contention 
touching the Apoſtles of our Saviour, all Great, Holy, and 
Inſpir'd Men, all Apoſt les of our Lord; yet maik how one 
of the greateſt of them, St. Paul (if there were any Diffe- 
rence at all between them) received this Homage paid 
bimſelf, and the Preference his Admirers gave him, upon 
the account of the Superiority of Gifts; when it caus'd 
Diviſions in the Church of God, he rejects it with Ind ig- 
nat ion, and makes it a ſure Sign of Carnality, even in his 
own Party. Give me here leave to wiſh, as I do with all 


my Heart, that to Men that reckon themſeives Gifre4,(and 


perad venture are fo) that this very Gift that the Apoſſ le 
here diſplays, was added, it would do them no hurt, and Iam 
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(4) Rom. 16. 17. 1 Cor. 3. 3. Tit, 2. 10. 
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ſure the Church of God much good, Bur as to what an 


Evil the Sacred Scripture accounts Hereſy and Schiſm. 

Saith the ſame Apoſtle, A Man that is a Heetick, after 
the firſt and ſecond Admonition, reject. When the Apoſtle 
had regilated ſome Diſorders in the Church of Corinth, 
and had forbid the Ute of een what we ſhould now 
eſteem an Indifferent Thing, it any Man nicely ſcrupulous 
would contend about it, and not conform to it, he lays, 
(a) But if any Man ſeem to be contentious,we have no ſuch Cu- 
ſtom, neither the Churches of Ged How happy would it 
be were the Churches now free from any ſuch Cuſtoms of 
Contention! - 

Among what Vices doth the Apoſile place Herefies. a- 
mongſt the worſt Lu“ s of the Fl: ſh. Tdolatry and Wirch- 
craft. Again, how dorh he preſs Union? And faith our 
Lord himlelf, I* Man neple to hear the Church, let him 
be unto thee as a Heathen Man, or a Pullican. Now, if af. 


ter all this, and much more that I could lay before you, 


any Man will eſteem Hereſy and Schiſin no Sin; rhe moſt 
ſturdy defiance of rhe Chuich of God, ro Sin; yea ſhould 
he eſteem it a Dw'y, and call it Moderat iin, and Chriſtian 
Charity, are we to let ſuch Notions paſs becauſe of Mens 
Miſtakcs in this Point? But vecily then we ſhould be in a 
far worſe Caſe than we are now, for now perhaps we are 
illy thought of by Men, bur then I am ſure we ſhould be 
condemn'd by God ; for muſt we nor truly preach the 
Goſpel of our Saviour ? And from whence ſhall we have 
the Goſpel, bur from the Sacred Writings 2 And they for 
certain declare Hereſy and Schiſm Sins, and therefore we 
have Authority to caution you, not to admit them as Good 
Things under the name of Moderation, and fo be inclin'd 
to think them Little if not Good Things in others, and 
then ſoon be enticed to commit the ſame our ſelves. Doth 
this tend to Perſecution 2 Whar ! ro call Things by their 
Proper Names? To repreſent ſuch things as Sins, which 
the Word of God repreſents as ſuch ? Doth it tend to Perſe- 
cution to teach you to revere, to love, moſt tenderly to affect 


the Peace and Unity of God's Church, to bear with many 


(4) 1 Cor, 10. 16. Gal. 5. 10. Gal. 4. 1. Matt. 18. 17. 
| | "0 things 
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things, rather than diſturb it, and foment Diviſions in it, 
or approve of ſuch things in others? If this tends to Per- 
ſecution, behold whom you charge Perſecution upon, even 
the Apoſtles of our Lord! for you will find every title of 
this, their Precep:s and Injunctions. 

Bur perhaps you will ſay, What is this Sin of Schiſm ? 
Jam not here accounting for the Nature of Schiſm; IT 
ſhall think ir abundantly enough, if I can ſtrongly imprint 
upon your Underſtandings, that it is a great Sin: And if 
I can do this, this will diſpoſe you ro enquire into ir, and 
endeavour to underſtand it, make you patient of Diſcour- 
ſes that treat of it the want of which in you hath ren- 
der'd it a dangerous thing, to explain it, and Men gene- 
rally ſo ignorant about it. So that although they Pray a- 
gainſt ir in che Litany every Day, many hardly know what 
they Pray againſt. 

Neither, 3d/y. Can the Duty or Virtue of Mederation 
conli't in a Coldneſe and Indifferency, for the Welfare and 
Increaſe of o1r 6wn Church. And although this may look 
like an ndd Poſition, yet I hope to give ſuch a Reaſonyfor 
it as all Men ſhall acquieſce in, or elle own ſomething to 
the gr-ar D ſpir gement of themſelves; for either all the 
Members of © r Church really think in their Conſciences 
that tie the puret and bet Church, or they do not. If 
they akt the pure and beſt Church, how can they be 
indiff ent about its Proſperity and Welfare? How I ſay, 
without Sin to them'elves 2 If they think it not the pureſt 
and beſt Church, this is a good Reaſon indeed for their 
want of Zeal for it, and makes their Indifferency no Sin 
to them : But few, I believe, will be fond of owning that, 
that the Church of which they are profeſsd Members, is 
not the pureſt and the beſt Church. But what if they own 
it? Such a Confeflion makes them guiliy of a Sin no leſs 
beinous. For if any one be ſo Weak as to own ſuch a 
thing let him tell me why he is a profeſs'd Member of a 
Church that he believes not to be pureſt and beſt. To 
profeſs outwardly that which a Man does not inwardly and 
in his Heart believe, what is that ? Is it a Virrne, or a 
Vice? Is it Hypocriſie or Moderation? If it be a Virtue, 
the real Virtue of Moderation, it ought to be made known 
to all Men; and when made known, will not leſſen, but 
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advance our Character. But ro make known of our 
ſelves that we profeſs one Thing, and believe another, 
What will that do? advance our Character? Few: will 
fancy that, bur rather keep ſuch a thing as ſecrer as they 
can; ſo that which way ſoever we look, in Men that 
out wardiy profels themſelves Members of our Church, 
want of Zeal to it will be a Sin. 75 as 

Bur what if Men look upon other Churches , equally 
pure with their own, they continue in it becauſe they 
conceive it as good as others, and they are not over Zea- 
lous for ir, becauſe they eſteem others as good as that, 
Will nor that excuſe their want of Zeal? I grant it. Bur 
then ſuch, if any ſuch there be, muſt not take it amils, 
that they are not greatly depended upon by the Society of 
which they are Members, that they are ſuſpected, &c. for 
how unavoidable is this? If a Man believes another Church 
equally Pure with his own, will he lay much to Heart the 
Ruine of his own, ard the Advancement of another? 
What ? when another is advanced as good 2 He may do 
this for ought I know, but Men will have cauſe to doubt 
ir. So that this Suppoſrion too. although it excules a 
Man's Indifferency as to his own Church, it renders him 
obnoxious another way, and Conſeſſion of ſuch a thing 
would give too great confirmation to the loud, and J hope, 
empty Oureries, as to the berraying of our Church ; for 
how reaſonable were ſuch a Fear from Men, (could we 
ſuppoſe any ſuch in our Church) who eſteem another eve- 
ry whir as pare and good. I have put all the Caſes I 
can imagine, and according to them all, Zeal for our 
Church appears a Virtue in us that own it, and the con- 
trary woull be a Vice, and conſ-quently in the want of 
it can never lie the V.rtue of Moderation. 

But this again will be Interpreted of Perſecution ; for 
ſo it is with ſome Men, Zeal and Perſecution fignifie the 
ſame thing; infomuch that one cannot profeſs (which is 
really very hard) one's good Opinion of the Church of 
which one is a Member, of which one is a Preacher, ro 
the Articles of which one has Sworn, but he is preſent- 
ly ſuſpected of a hizt-flying perſecuting Spirit. And by 
whom ? Were our Enemies ready to make this unjuſt Ap- 
plication, and do us this Diſhencur, it were eaſily " be 

orn ; 
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porn; but to ſee this proceed from our Friends, the Pro- 
feſſors of our own Church, that we ſhould render them 
Chagrin, and lay at ſtake our Reputation with them meer- 
ly for repreſenting the Excellency of their own Church, is 
Mortification enough, I am ſure, to one that truly Loves 
and Honours ir. Many differ from cur Church, and 
ſay many things againſt it; and to what a pals are we 
reduced, that we cannot ſay any thing for is, without be- 
ing traduced as Perſecutors | But my beloved Brethren, I 
declare unto you, in the Preſence of the Great God, be- 
fore whom I ſtand, that nothing would I more abominate 
than Perſecution ; nothing would I be more unwiiling ro; 
raiſe in you than this. But ro confeſs the Truth freely to 
you, were it needful, (as I hope it is nor) I would, if T 
could, raiſe in you a Zeal for your own. Church, ] would, 
reach you, if I could, not to call downright Indifferency 
for your own Church a Virtue, yca the V.riue of Mode- 
ration, for this is high'y prepoſterous in Church- men. 
And that you may be Zealous without Pefſecuti n, you 
may ſee, if you pleaſe, from the Doctrines and Practices 
of the moſt Holy Men. Conſider the Apoltles of our Lord, 
they were very Zealous Men, and yct no Perſecutors:The 
Primitive Fathers were Zealous, Z;:alous againſt Yea» 
theniſm and Hereſy, and yer was not this Zeal if the, 
early Times expreſs'd in Perſecution. The Holy Mar- 
tyrs were Zealous, yet they Perſecuted nor, but ſaffer'd 
it from others. What were the Fathers and Biſhops of 
our own Church? They were Zealous too, if Martyr- 
dom itſelf will argue Zeal, yet do not their Writings 
breath forth Perſecution, but reach us rather to ſuffer it 
than Act it. Yea, ſee we not ſuch as differ from us, are 
Zealous likewiſe, very Zealous to promote the Intereſt 
and Honour of their own Communions ? How united ge- 
nerally are they to any Publick End! And ſhall we call 
this Zeal of theirs Perſecution 2? I blame their Principles, 
bur cannor blame them for ating agrecably to them; for 
all Men that are Honeſt and Sincere,mulſt act agreeably to 
their Principles. Ard ſuppoſe now I ſhonld recommend 
to you the ſame Zeal for cur own Church, the fame Uni- 
on amongſt our ſelves ; the ſame Tenderneſs for one ano- 
thers good Name and Intereſt, Should I attempt to per- 
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ſwade you to drop all idle and trivial Diſtinctions, and | 
love our Saviour and his Church, and one another tender. 


* Iy, in this I cannot think I am aiming at Perſecution; ani 
+ yea, on the contrary, it leems to me & plain, that 1 am the 
doing both the Church and its Members, a good Office, ll 

and its Enemies no real Hurt. ſhc 

T come now to ſhew you what this Virrue of Modera. N 

tion is, that hath of late made fo great Hiſc in the World, ail 
* and hath prov'd the ground of fo great Dit inction among pr 
| us, that is ſo much Extoll d by ſome, and Condemn'd by ve 
| others. W 
And in order to this, the Original is to be conſulted, m 

which is eTiau4s which generally ſignifies Meekne)s and 2 

| Patience, and ſo in all probability it ſignifies here. $ 


1. Becauſe it is yenerally thus uſed by the Sevrnty, 1 
who Tranſlated the Old Teſtameut into Greek ; whoſe > 
Trarſlation is of the better Authority, becaule generally 0 

follow d by Sr. Paul, and exactly quoted by other ſuc- p 
ceed ing . and Biſhops. And that this Word is of- f 
ten uſed fer Meekneſs and Patience in the Old Teſtament, 8 
god Commentators (amongſt whom I think the World | 
reckors Dr. Whitby) will ſhew all that have the Curiofity 0 
to Enquire. 0 

| 
| 


2. Which is more to the purpoſe, the New Teſtament at 
other Places preſſeth Patience on Chriſtians on the ſelf- 
ſame Argument. So St. James, Be patient, for the com- 
ing of the Lord is at hand. So the ſame Apoſtle St. Paul, 
(a) For ye have need of Patience, that after ye have done 
the will of God, ye might receive the Promiſe ; for yet 4 
little while, he that ſhall come will come, and will not tar- 
Ty. In which Places, the Argument to Patience, is the 
ſame as here, and almoſt in the ſame Words, and there- 


fore in all probability, intendeth and encourageth eme 
Duty. 


— 
— 


(a) Heb. 10. 36, 37, 
3. The 


en 


3. The Argument made uſe of is moſt proper to en- 
courage Patience; for at that time exceedingly Per ſecuted 
and Harras d was the Church of God, and eſpecially by 
the Fews. And what more proper to incite the Chriſti- 
ans to endure thoſe Cruelties, than that the Time was 
ſhorr, in a very little while our Saviour, in whoſe Cauſe 
they luffer d, would moſt exemplarily appear and avenge 
their Sufferings and Blood upon their Perſecutors. From 
all which, it ſeems very probable to me, that the Apoftle 
principally intendeth here Meekneſs and Patience; a Duty 
very proper to be encourag d at this time when the Church 
was under Perſecution; and that certainly nothing can 
more ſtrongly encourage than the Argument in the Text, 
Fe. the ſpeedy Coming of our Lord to put an end to their 
Sufferings and Perſecutors together. | 

Bur if any Man had rather here underſtand by Modera- 
tion, a good Government of our Paſſions Gentleneſs, Love, 
M.'\dncis, Charity towards all Men, I know no Body will 
oppoſe him, for theſe are Chriſtian Virtues roo, and even 
Branches of the Grace of Patience itſelf. Ard in whom 
ſoever true Patience and Meekneſs is.it renders him Gentle, 
Submiſſive, Inoffenſive, Courteous and Peaceable towards all 
Men; for we ſee the proper Tendency of Patience is, to 
enable us to bear great Evils, unjuſt Sufferings and Petſe- 
curions even Death irſe]f, without Revenge, waich could 
not be, were not our Paſſions wel] Govern'd and Morti- 
fy'd, had we not them in great Subjection; if they break | 
forth upon ſmall Provocarions, under the Contradiction of 
others, we may be ſure they will break forth much more 
under unjuſt and crucl Torments, and inſpire us with 
Rage and Malice, inſtead of that Conſtancy and Calmneſs 
which denote Chriſtian Patience The greateſt Teſt and 
Argument of Patience, are unjuſt and cruel Sufferings, and 
if under theſe we Rave vent our Spite and Revenge, we 
are deſtitute of the Grace of Patience. Bur we are certain- 


ly much more deſtitute of Patience, if we behave our ſelves 


Rudely and Tumultuouſly, Angrily and Birterly, upon 
ſmall or no Provocations at all, if we cannot diſcharge the 
Duties of a ſociable Life and Diſcourſe, and act and pur- 
ſuc our Ends in a gentle, courteous and peaceable manner. 


A. 


«A? 
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A Man that is always in an angry and furious Tempet 


FS, - berrays a very ill govern'd Mind, is Impatient for little of 
nothing; and how much more Impatient would he be uy. 
| ji 455 on the Rack, or in the Fire, the common Teſt of the pa. 


1 +9 tience of Martyrs. So that although perhaps Patience yu. 

| der unjuſt Sufferings, is the Duty here immediately in. 
tended, yet that cannot be without being accompanied 
with Gentleneſs, Candour, Humanity, Charity, and the 
like; for theſe in the Duties of a Civil Life, expreſs x 
Man's Patience, 


II. Tpaſs on to the ſecond Head on theſe Words, to 
conſider the Object of this Duty, and remember you how 
it ought to be exerciſed. And in this we are exPreſly 
ravghr, Let your Moderation be known unto all Men. Te 
your Meekneſs and Paſſive Temper, your Mildneſs, Gen. 
® tle and Charitable Behaviour, be you under Sufferings of 
Perſecurions, or in exerciſe of any of the Duties of a ſo- 
ciable Life, be made known to all Men. So that it may 
not be a Secret to the World, but all Men may remark 
and own ir, to the Honour of the Chriftian Religion, that 
it breeds ſuch pleaſant, innocent taking and profitable 
Qualities in its Profeſſors. And ler this be exerciſed to- 
wards all Men, without Diſtinction, with whom ſoever 
you have to do, Enemies as well as Friends; Heathenz, 
as well as Chriſtians; under whatſoever Perſuaſion, In- 
tereſt, or Denomination they be, let them diſcern this fin- 
gular Temper in you. Think not, nor behave your ſelves 
as the Fews, who carry themſelves as Enemies to all the 
World beſides thoſe of their own Faith and Nation, but 
ſhew whar the Chriſtian Faith Teaches you as to this Par- 
ricular ; that you have no Enemy at all; that you Love 
all Men; moſt heartily defire the good of all Men, which 
is ſtrongly demonſtrated by your Meekneſs and Patience 
towards all Men; by your Saluring, Bleſſing, Praying 
j for all Men. In this is your Chriſtian Temper, your 
Chriſtian Patience and Love demonſtrated. Whereas, ex- 


| | erciſing your Patience and good Temper only Partially, 
! to Chriſtians or Friends only, this ſhews no great keighth 
| | of Virtue or Religion; yea, no Religion or Virtue at all. 


1 == for Sinners, and Hypocrites, and Publicans, Men only 
1 | | anl- 
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animated by Worldly Motives can do this, can Salute 


ſuch as Salute them; can with ſome ſhew of Patience and 


Meekneſs, bear with the Miſtakes, or ill Treatment of 
ſuch, as from whom they have received, or hope to re- 
ceive great Benefits. But Patience and Meekneſs, Bleſſing 
and Forgiveneſs, Prayer and Love towards Enemies and 
Perſecutors, this is a Vertue indeed; this is ſuch a Forti- 
tude, Conſtancy, Greatneſs and Goodneſs of Mind; ſuch 
a Purity of Soul, that renders you like the Great God 
and his Son, is what Fleſh and Blood never was, nor can 
be the Author of, is Divine in irſelf, and derives itſelf al- 
ways from that Pure and Divine Principle, which once 
appear'd in the Shape of a Dove. | | 
This is to be truly moderate, if we would be ſo; and 
T cannot but call upon all Men to exerciſe it. In this 


you imirate your Heavenly Father, your Bleſſed Saviour 


and his Holy Apoſtles, the Primitive Chriftians, and all 


good and Holy Men, that ever were; for in no one thing 


were they more eminent than in this. 


I come now to the laſt thing, The Application of the 
Whole. | 

And hence I ſhonld hope, we might be pur into a fair 
way of underſtanding and adjuſting the Differences broke 
out amongſt us, wherewith we divide ourſelves, and brand 
one another, to the great Diſhonour both of ourſelves and 
Religion. I am ſure that it is great pity but we ſhould; 


and if Men would lay aſide their Prejudices, and conſider 
what they believe and ſay, I deſpair not but that they 
might. Some value themſelves much upon being moderate 


Men in our Religion; and others on the contrary, or in 
other Words, ſome upon being of the High, and others of 
the Low Church, What is this High and Low- Church? 
Let us conſider like rational Creatures and Chriſtians, 
and underſtand what we differ about, before we differ. 

Ye that value yourſelves upon being eſteem'd moderate 
Men, In what doth your Moderation conſiſt? Is it in a 
Looſeneſs of Principles, in believing well of Hererical 
Opinions, in making little ot no Diſtinction between 
them and the true Doctrines of Chriſt, in allowing them 
as great Quarter, and believing as well of ſuch as enter- 
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n 
tain them, as of ſuch as entertain the pure Articles of Faith, 
ſuch as all Chriſtians, in all Ages, have profeſs'd, and 
whereby they have been diftinguiſh'd from Atheiſts, De- 
its, Heathens and Hereticks? Is it in complimenting Sin, 
and calling ſome forts of it by /t Names, the better to 
encourage and ſpread it? In mightily countenancing er- 
Tonecus Doctrines, as if all Doctrines were equal? Or 
laitiy, Is it in having no regard, in expreſſing no manner 
of Zeal, for your own Church and Communion, and re- 
ce:ving all Diſcourſes very coldly, if not angrily, that aim 
to excite it in you? If this be your Moderation, What 
honeſt Gncere Man can own it? This will unavoidably 
make every ſuch one a High Church Man, whether be will 
or no. For what Man of Sincerity and Honeſty can avoid 
being concernd for the true Doctrines of Chriſtianity, - 
and the Welfare of that Church of which he is a Member? 
The Dil. inftion between Men under this View is impro- 
perly grounded on Mcderaticn. It lies rather between 
Honeſt Men ard Diſhoneſt, Chriſtians and no Chriſti- 
ans. 

I0o place therefore Moderation in any ſuch Opinions, 
is ſo open a Conſeſſion of a Man's Infidelity or Infircerity, 
that I cannot pteſum e that any Man that affects the Title 
of Moderate, and that is withal a Fncere Chriſtian, will 
own it; but rather, while I am ſpeaking of it, will abo. 
minare ſuch-a Moderation from his Heart. And if ſo, 
why then all M:derate Men muſt approve of a Zeal for 
Chriſtian Truths and Doctrines, yea even a Zeal for 
their own Church and Communion. And conſequently 
| When this Zeal in any Man appears againſt falle Do- 
ctrines, or el'e for the Eſtabliſiment and Proſperity of 
the Church of which they are profeſsd Members, ſuch 
Men, altho/ under the Denomination of Low. Church, muſt 
heartily approve of ſuch a Zeal, and therefore can never 
be capable of miſrepreſenting Perſons, in whom this Zral 
is found, cf putting Names and Marks of Diſhonour upon 
them, or entertaining Prejudices againſt them, upon that 
account, becauſe High and Low, if they aré honeſt Men, 
exactly apree in that Point, What the High Church- Man 
demands, the Low muſt grant, or elſe muſt grant himſelf 
ry hconeit ſincete Man. 
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In what therefore do they differ? Is ir, that the mode- 
rate Man would exerciſe Patience, and Meekneſs, and 
Gentleneſs, and other Chriſtian Graces towards Men of 
all Perſuaſions? Is it, that he thinks Perſecution an im- 
proper Means to convert Men either to Chriſtianity or 
our own Church? Is this the Moderation he means? And 
pray who hinders him from the Exerciſe of this? Not 
dur Church, I am ſure, nor its moſt Zealous and Learn- 
ed Doctors and Biſhops. You have much, very much, 
from them about ſuffering Perſecution, bur very little a- 
bout inflicting it. Our Church, I hope, reconmends as 
much of Meekneſs, Patience, Good Temper, Love, as 
any Church can: And did ir not recommend theſe things, 
ir would not recommend the chiefeft Chriſtian Graces and 
Virtues. - | 
Look upon her Catechiſm, look upon her Homilies, 
look upon the Writings of her moſt Learned and Zealous 
Divines? Who more preſs upon Men Gentleneſs, Pati- 
ence and Love towards our very Enemies? You will 
hardly find them outdone by any, I believe, in this Parti- 
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cular. So that, far is our Church from hindring Men 
from the Exerciſe of this fort of Moderation; and all may 


be as High, that is, as Zealous Church-Men, as any in 
the Earth, and yet in this ſenſe be as Moderate roo. For 


cannot Zeal be joyn'd with Meekneſs, and Patience, and, 


Chriſtian Charity 2 Without doubt it can; for otherwiſe 
in vain doth the New Teſtament joyn them together, 
and ſuppoſe a good Chriſtian poſſeſs d of them all. Whoſe 
Souls were more firmly poſſeſs'd of Patience, and Chriſtian 
Charity, than the Apoſtles? And did this Chriſtian Cha- 
rity and Patience of theirs render them Stark-blind, de- 
ſtroy in them all Diſcernment between Truth and Falſe- 
hood, and conſequently all Zeal for Truth, in oppoſition 
to Error? Quite otherwiſe. Whoſoever truly underſtands 
what Chriſtian Love, and Patience, and Zeal is, will find 
them, inſtead of being inconſiſtent, inſeparably connected. 
For it was this very Love and Zeal for Truth, that ren- 
der'd the Apoſtles thus Charitable and Patient in propa- 
gating it; and their very Patience, and Chriſtian Charity 
demonſtrated their Zeal for Truth, and the Honour of 
God; for we ſee it carry d them thro all Difficulties, all 
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Oppoſition. And had a Man ſeen them encountring thoſe 
mighty Evils, what could he more juſtly have ſaid of 
them, than, Lo! their = their Chriſtian Charity and 
Patience! For all theſe Virtues were diſplay'd in one and 
the ſame Act. | 
When therefore we preſs on Men Zeal for Chriſtian 
Truths, or the True Church, it is an extreamly abſurd 
Imagination in them to think, that they cannot follow us 
in this, becauſe of their Chriſtian Charity and Modera- 
tion; for had they truly this Chriſtian Charity of which 
they talk, this, inſtead of retarding their Zeal, would in- 
fluence it. For what is a more Natural Expreſſion of 
Chriſtian Charity and Love, than a Deſire and Endea- 
vour thar all Men ſhould come to the Acknowledgement of 
the Truth ? | 
And what the Goſpel in the firſt place, what the Pra- 
ctices of the Apoſtles, what our own Church doth ſo 
earneſtly recommend, I mean Zeal joynd with Patience 
and Meekneſs; I fay, what all theſe ſo encourage, I pre- 
ſume, no Church-Man, altho* never ſo High and Tealous, 
will deny. If the Moderate Man inſiſts that he muſt be 
Patient, and Meek, as well as Zealons, firſt I will an- 
ſwer for the Church itſelf (or any Body elſe may) that i 
freely permits and applauds him in it. And again, I am 
ſure I can anſwer for all truly Honeſt and Religious High- 
Church-Men, (and for others I bave nothing to ſay) that 
they roo will both permit and encourage him in the ſame, 
And this I may do with all Confidence, becauſe other- 
wiſe they would oppoſe both the New Teſtament, and 
the Church itſelf, and at once make themſelves neither 
Chriſtians.nor Church- Men. If Patience, Meekneſs and 
Gentleneſs under Sufferings appear of that indiſpenſable 
Nature to the Moderate Man, ſo that by theſe he would 
diſtinguiſh himſelf: In what is more the High-Church-Man 
diſtinguiſh'd than in them roo? They are the Darling 
Virtues of the Low, jr ſeems; Are they not of the High 


likewiſe? I doubt true Moderation will be found to 


differ little from Paſſive Obedience; and both Parties, it 


ſeems, love it, and would diſtinguiſh themſelves by it. II 


ſo, where is the Difference between them! So that, in 
my Opinion, we are brought to this happy Paſs, = 
| | | the 
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ſe the Moderate Church-Man deſires, the Hiph-Churb-Man. 
of muſt grant; and what the High Church-Man deſires, the 
ud Moderate Chureb-Man malt grant, or elſe both muſt grant 
id themſelves Diſhoneſt, Unſincere Men. As upon Recapi- 

| tulation will be plain: The High Church-Man expects 
in from the Moderate, that be be Zæalous for the Doctrines 
d and D.ſcipline of the Church, that he rejoyces in its Wel- 
as fare, Proſperity and Honour, and in his Station does what 
4— he can to promote it. And I ſee not how tis poſſible for 
b a Low Church- Man to deny this to be a reaſonable and 
* jaſt Requeſt, For is he not of the Church 2 Doth be nor 
f profeſs himſelf a Member of it? Upon this neceſſarily 
* follows bis Zeal, if he be in earneſt in his Profeſſion, as 1 
of hope I have fully ſhewn. - 
Again, The Moderate Chureb-Man demands of the High, 
* that he be permitted the Exerciſe of Chriſtian Patience, 
0 Charity and Meekneſs. And how reaſonable is that on 
e 


the other ſide ? Doth not the Goſpel. and our own Church, 
require it? Yea, do not High Church-Men contend for 
it, to a degree that hath been blam'd ? So that, as I ſaid, 
what one very much demands, the other exceſſively _ 
grants, it ſeems. And what is this but to contend for the 
ſame Thing, if Men truly underſtood and conſidet d what 
they contended about? Or what Patience and Meekneſs 
can tend to, but to enable Men to be Paſſive under un- 
jaſt Sufferings, I know not; and he that carries the Duty 
of Patience to a high degree, equally adyances, altho 
under another Name, a Duty he diſlikes. 


I ſhall conclude therefore with a Word or two to both 
Parties. And that is, To exhort them ro remove all 
Grounds of Offence on both ſides. The Charge againſt 
the Low is, you ſee, that they expreſs no manner of Zeal 
or Concernment for the true Intereſt and Proſperity of 
the Church of which they are avow'd Members. Is this 
true? I beſeech you to conſider, how yon can juſtify this? 
Which way can you juſtify your Sinceriry and Honeſty, 
under ſuch a Carriage, when others tax you with it? 
Which way ſoever you turn, the Sin of Unfincerity, or 
Infidelity will encounter you. For the Love therefore of 
your ſelves, and your own Honour, leave no ground = 

this 
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this Prejadice and Reflection. Seeing you are of out 
Church, be not afham'd ro own it; joyn not in Actions 
and Diſcourſe with Men, that ridicule or deſpiſe it; tor 
all the while your Church is reflected upon, conſider that 
you yourſelves are affronted, and are deem'd Hypocrites 
and Bad Men. What then? Remove, as I ſaid, this Of. 
fence, and ſhew your ſelves, in this Particular, as High 
as any whatſoever, _ 

The Charge of the Moderate Man againſt rhe High 
is this, That he is not for Chriſtian Patience, and 
Charity; that he is for Perſecution, that he follows the 
Roman Principles and Intereſt, that under a pretended 
Zeal for the Church, he would deſtroy both Church and 
State: Beſides other Accuſations, as that in rhe midſt of 
this great Zeal and Noiſe for the Church, he is rarely 
in it; and whether in or out of the Church, ſhews him. 
felf a bad Man. Were any, or all of this true, what a 
| monſtrous Thing were a High Church- Man! 

For the Love therefore and Honour of your Church, 
in a Zeal for which you ſo diſtinguiſh your ſelves, af. 
ford no juſt Matter or Ground for ſuch Accuſations. 
Demonſtrate them to be all Scandals, by vigorouſly pro» 
ſecuting the true Intereſt of the 2 as well as of the 

Church. Shew by your Practices, you abominate Ro- 
man Maxims and Doctrines, as our Church reaches 
you. Think it not enough to talk for the Church abroad, 
and rarely appear in it. In your Converſations carry 
your ſelves, as Meekly, as Patiently, as void of all un- 
peaceable Demeanour and Tumult, as the Men that 
make the greateſt Pretence to theſe Graces; and la- 
bour to outdo them even in theſe, as much as in your 
Teal. So that as our Church recommends Paſſive Obe- 
dience in a very high degree, the World may ſee you 
are true Sons of it, that you really believe and follow 
Her, in that you practiſe agreeably ro her Doctrines, 
In this you will moſt effectually demonſtrate your ſelves, 
both true Church-Men, and true Chriſtians, at the ſame 
time. 


I ſhall conclude, by obſerving to you all one Thing. 
You read in the New Teſtament of many famous and 
: eminent 
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eminent Churches, of which, if you now enquire, (a) 
Hiaorians will tell you, they are moſt, if not all, loſt 
and gone. And the Cauſes of this, yea the Cauſes of 
Mahometiſm itſelf, the Inler to that groſs Superſtition, 
which now overſpreads fo great a part of the World, 


they will farther inform you, was much owing to Divi- 


ons amongſt Chriſtians; ſome contending for this, and 
others for that; ſo that Hereſy and Schiſm were the 
Deſtroyers of many famous and eminent Churches. 
And we ſhall not wonder at this, when we conſider that 
Divifions will deſtroy a Kingdom, much more a Church. 
This ſhould lead us into the Reaſon of thoſe perpetual 
Caurions and Injunctions the Apoſtles have left us againſt 
Hereſy and Schiſms, of their preſſing Exhortations to 
Unity and Concord. For what Church can ſtand with- 
out this e It ſhould likewiſe teach us ro have an eſpecial 
Care of Divifion in cur own Church, if we would pre- 
ſerve either that, or Chriſtianity itlelf. For where Chri- 


ſtianity hath been loſt, it hath been loſt much by the . 
means of Diviſions amongſt Chriſtians. The Chriſtian 


Churches have been torn to pieces by Diviſions, and then 


ſoon came to nothirg; ſome groſs Superſtition hath ſeiz d 
them all, | 


Which 1 pray God to keep us from, in and through the 


Merits and Aſſiſt ance of cur Bleſſed Saviour and Re- | 


deemer, to whom with the Father, and the Holy Ghoſt, 
be all Honour and Glory, now and for ever, 


— 


— _ 
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(a) Hiſtory ef Montaniſm. 
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N Eſſay on Inſpiration, in Two Parts 
The Firſt ſhewing what Proofs are ne- 
ceſſary for a Prophet's own Conviction, by 
which he may certainly know himſelf to be 
Inſpir'd. The Second ſhewing what Proofs? 
are neceſſary for him to produre, in order to 
Juſtify and Convince the World of the Reality 
of his Inſpiration. By Benjamin Bayly, M. A, 
Rector of St. James's in Briſtol, Printed for 
John Mya“, at the Roſe in St. Paul's Church. 
Tard. 
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